
The imperative of LOVE 

 The way that we love others is our 
greatest Christian witness 

The Apostle Paul wrote,                                
“... Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.” 

(1 Corinthians 8:1) 

 
 We most reflect the character of Christ 
in our lives when we have a genuine love 

for others 



 The Apostle John wrote, 

 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of 
God; and everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. He who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8) 

 



• In the epistle of 1 John we see that having a 
love for the brethren is evidence of the fact 
that we have fellowship with God and are 
Born Again believers 
 

 The Apostle John wrote,                                                               
“In this the children of God                                                                              
and the children of the devil                                                                                      
are manifest: Whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does 
not love his brother. For this is the message 
that you heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another,” (1 John 3:10-11) 



 The Apostle John also wrote, “We know that 
we have passed from death to life, because we 
love the brethren. He who does not 
love [a]his brother abides in death.”                                  
(1 John 3:14) 

 “And this is His commandment; that                         
we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, as He gave us 
commandment.” (1 John 3:23) 

 

 The bible is full of Scriptures that clearly 
emphasise the importance of having a genuine 
love for others 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A14&version=NKJV


 The Apostle Paul wrote, 

 “Though I speak with the tongues of men                                
and of angels, but have not love, I have                             
become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand 
all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow                                                     
all my goods to feed the poor,                                                           
and though I give my body to be                                             
burned, but have not love, it profits                                                 
me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 

 

 



 Jesus Himself said, “A new commandment I give 
to you, that you love one another; as I have 
loved you, that you also love one                                                     
another. By this all will know that                                                           
you are My disciples, if you have                                        
love for one another.” (John 13:34-35) 

 

 It is our genuine love for others that will help us 
to shine in the world that we are living in 

 Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before                                        
men, that they may see your good works and                                
glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

 



 The Apostle Peter emphasised the importance 
of love when he wrote,                                                         
“Finally, all of you be of one mind, having 
compassion for one another; love as brothers, 
be tenderhearted, be courteous; not returning 
evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary blessing, knowing that you were called 
to this, that you may inherit a                                               
blessing.” (1 Peter 3:8-9) 

 

  

 



 The Apostle Paul wrote, 

 “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is 
evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly 
affectionate to one another with brotherly love, 
in honour giving preference to one another;” 
(Romans 12:9-10) 

 

 
 Our ability to love others is greatly influenced 

by the spiritual condition of our heart  



• This is why the bible emphasises the importance 
of maintaining a right heart, because what is in 
our heart will be reflected in the way that we live 
our life and how we speak to others 

  

 

 
 In the book of Proverbs we read, 

 “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it 
spring the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23) 

 



• What’s in our heart will invariably come out of 
our mouth, particularly when under pressure 

 
 

 Jesus Himself said,                                                                               
“A good man out of the good treasure of his 
heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For 
out of the abundance of the heart his mouth 
speaks.” (Luke 6:45) 

 



• The words that we speak have both the 
potential to wound others or to build people up  

 

 
• Speaking gracious words is a great                         

key to making others feel loved 

 This is why the Apostle Paul wrote, 

 “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that you may know how you ought to 
answer each one.” (Colossians 4:6) 

 



• Given the potential for our words to                                       
both build up or to tear down others,                                       
it is crucial that we seek to always                                                          
maintain a right heart and to walk in the Spirit 
 

• As believers we have the potential to make 
people feel greatly loved and appreciated 
through speaking words of love                                                       
and encouragement to them 
 

• James the brother of Jesus in chapter three of 
his epistle, emphasised the importance of being 
consistent in the way that we speak to people 
and to not use our words to tear down others 



 James in his epistle wrote, 

 “My brethren, let not many of you become 
teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter 
judgment. For we all stumble in many things. If 
anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect 
man, able also to bridle the whole body. 

 Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they 
may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 
Look also at ships: although they are                           
so large and are driven by fierce winds,                                  
they are turned by a very small rudder                              
wherever the pilot desires.” (James 3:1-4) 



 “Even so the tongue is a little member and 
boasts great things. See how great a forest a 
little fire kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a 
world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our 
members that it defiles the whole                                             
body, and sets on fire the course                                                     
of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 

 For every kind of beast and bird, of                                         
reptile and creature of the sea, is                                             
tamed and has been tamed by mankind. But no 
man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full 
of deadly poison.” (James 3:5-8) 

 



 “With it we bless our God and Father, and with 
it we curse men, who have been made in the 
similitude of God. Out of the same mouth 
proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, 
these things ought not to be so.” (James 3:9-10) 

 

 
 

 As Christians we have the ability to love others 
consistently because the love of God has been 
poured out in our heart by the Holy Spirit 

 



 The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now hope does not 

disappoint, because the love of God has been 

poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who 

was given to us.” (Romans 5:5) 

 

 

 Given the fact that the                                                          
condition of our heart spiritually                             
has a great affect on our ability to love others 
unconditionally and to speak words of life, it is 
important that we maintain a right heart 

 



I will now quickly share 7 keys that can help us 
to consistently maintain a right heart 

1. We need to continually renew                                                  
our mind with the word of God 
 

 It is so important that we replace our old mindsets 
with Kingdom thinking. That we renew                                                                
our mind with the word of God 

 The Apostle Paul wrote, “And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God.” (Romans 12:2) 



• It is so important that the word                                                      
of God gets from our head into                                                       
our heart 
 

 The Psalmist wrote, 

 “Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I 
might not sin against You.” (Psalm 119:11) 

 

 With the world becoming increasingly                                  
more lawless and unloving, more than                                      
ever before we need to consistently                                        
spend quality time in God’s word to                               
maintain a right thought life 



 The Apostle Paul wrote, 

 “But know this, that in the last days                                 
perilous times will come: For men                                                   
will be lovers of themselves, lovers                                            
of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self 
control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, 
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather 
than lovers of God, having a form of godliness 
but denying its power. And from such people 
turn away!” (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 

 



• We must therefore not become too busy so that 
we do not spend quality time in the word of God 
 

• With ungodly influences all around us                                            
and the ways of the world now so                                               
different to the ways of God, how                                     
important it is that we consistently                                          
meditate on the word of God 

 The LORD said to Joshua, “This Book of the Law 
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate in it day and night, that you may 
observe to do according to all that is written in it.  
For then you will make your way prosperous, and 
then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) 

 



• Continually making time to meditate on the 
word of God will help us to develop a right 
thought life and to have loving and healthy 
heart attitudes towards others 

 

 
 

 In the book of Proverbs we read, 

 “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. ...“ 
(Proverbs 23:7) 

 



2) We need to learn to quickly take all wrong 
thoughts captive and to replace them with 

Christ-centred thoughts 

• We must always take all wrong thoughts quickly 
captive before they take us captive and become 
strongholds in our mind 

 
• Continually rejecting all wrong thoughts and 

replacing them with Christ centred thoughts 
prevents wrong attitudes from entering into our 
hearts and diminishing our love for others 



 The Apostle Paul wrote, “For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling 
down strongholds, casting down arguments and 
every high thing that exalts itself against the 
knowledge of God, bringing                                                                                                   
every thought into captivity to                                                                                        
the obedience of Christ.”                                                                
(2 Corinthians 10:4-5) 

 The enemy will continually bombard our mind 
with wrong thoughts. Winning the battle for the 
mind is therefore a great key to maintaining a right 
heart. We must always be quick to take all wrong 
thoughts captive before they take us captive 

 



3) We need to choose our friends wisely 

• We become very much like those that                           
we associate with on a regular basis 
 

• It is important that our                                                             
significant friends help                                                        
us to grow in Christ-like                                                   
character and in our love for God and for others 
 

• Having friends however that are continually 
critical and judgemental will invariably have a 
negative affect on us over time and diminish our 
ability to love others unconditionally 



 In the book of Proverbs we read, 

 “The righteous should choose his friends 
carefully, For the way of the wicked leads 
them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26) 

 

 
 “Make no friendship with an angry man, and 

with a furious man do not go, lest you learn 
his ways and set a snare for                                           
your soul.” (Proverbs 22:24-25) 

 

 



4) We must be quick to forgive those who hurt us 

• The simple fact is that we will all have many 
opportunities to be offended in life 

 Jesus Himself said, 

 “... It is impossible that no offenses                         
should come, but woe to him through                  
whom they do come!” (Luke 17:1) 

 

• We must always choose to quickly forgive 
those who hurt us, or who let us down in life 

 



 Jesus Himself made it very clear in relation to 
the times that we are now living in, that many 
would be offended when He said, 

 “And then many will be offended, will betray one 
another, and will hate one another. Then many 
false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 
And because lawlessness will abound, the love of 
many will grow cold. But he who endures to the 
end shall be saved.” 

 (Matthew 24:10-13) 

 



 The Apostle Paul wrote, 

 “Be angry, and do not sin”; do not let the sun go 
down on your wrath, nor give place to the devil.” 
(Ephesians 4:26-27) 
 

• It is so important that we make peace with                                
people before we go to bed 
 

• To refuse to forgive people that                                                 
have hurt us in the past will                                                  
prevent us from loving others the way that we 
should do. This is why Jesus  emphasised the 
importance of continually forgiving others 

 



 In the gospel of Matthew we read, 

 “Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how 
often shall my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to 
him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, 
but up to seventy times seven.”                              
(Matthew 18:21-22) 

 

 Here Jesus emphasised the                                      
importance of continually                                                
forgiving others who have hurt us so that we 
are free to love others unconditionally 

 



• Without continually being quick to forgive 
others who have hurt us we                                           
will not be able to love people                                                   
the way that we should do 

 
• Having offences in our heart will 

negatively affect our relationships                              
with others and with God 
 

• It is impossible to have our heart shut 
down towards others and at the same 
time open to God.  



• Choosing to look for the best in                                                 
others is also important and is a                                    
great key to not being easily offended 
 

• The simple fact is that the Devil will                                            
continually exaggerate the faults of                        
others to try and bring strife and discord                                       
into our churches and significant relationships 
 

• Continually Looking for and affirming the good 
in others helps us to be more loving towards 
others and less likely to be offended 
 

• Particularly for perfectionists it is important that 
they learn to be more gracious towards others  



 The Apostle Peter wrote, 

 “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore 
be serious and watchful in your prayers. And 
above all things have fervent love for one 
another, for “love will cover a                                              
multitude of sins.” Be hospitable                                            
to one another without                                                      
grumbling.” (1 Peter 4:7-9) 

 

 It is so important that we learn to extend grace 
towards others rather than being continually 
critical of and offended by the actions of others 

 



 In the book of Hebrews we read,                                      
“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, 
without which no one will see the Lord; looking 
carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of 
God; lest any root of bitterness springing up 
cause trouble, and by this many become 
defiled;” (Hebrews 12:14-15) 

 

 
 Being quick to forgive others is a great key to 

maintaining a heart of love towards others  

 



5) Being continually filled with the right spirit, 
the Holy Spirit 

• Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit 
empowers us to love others more easily 
 

• The Holy Spirit is to our emotions what oil is to 
a car engine. Without oil a car engine will be 
damaged and not function properly 
 

• So too we cannot function                                                 
properly and love others                                   
unconditionally without being                             
continually filled with the Holy Spirit 

 



• This is why the Apostle Paul emphasised the 
importance of being continually filled with the 
Holy Spirit.  

 
 

 

 The Apostle Paul wrote, 

 “And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” 
(Ephesians 5:18) 

 



• Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit helps 
us to remain emotionally healthy                                              
and to love others unconditionally 
 

• Jesus Himself continually depended                                             
on the Holy Spirit in His ministry here on earth 

  

 In the book of Acts we read, “how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, who went about                                                              
doing good and healing all who                                                               
were oppressed by the devil, for                                                   
God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38) 

 

 



• It is crucial that as we give out to others that we 
are always continually filled afresh with the 
Holy Spirit; That we always live our life out of an 
overflowing fullness of the Holy Spirit 

 The Apostle Paul wrote, “that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith; that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what is the width 
and length and depth and                                                                   
height - to know the love of Christ                                                   
which passes knowledge; that you                                                                             
may be filled with all the fullness                                                                 
of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19) 

 



• Being continually filled with the Holy Spirit 
empowers us to walk in the Spirit and helps us 
to demonstrate the fruit of the Spirit in our 
own lives 

 

 
 The Apostle Paul wrote, 

 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control. Against such there is 
no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 



6) We need to choose to daily die to self so that 
Christ can live through us 

• We need to learn to continually renounce        
self-centred ambition in our lives 

 
• The spirit of the world will always                                  

try and get us focusing on what we want in life 
and the devil will continually appeal to our self 
interests to try and keep our focus on ourselves 
 

• Problems and strife originate when we have 
too much of a focus on what we want in life 

 



 In the book of James we read,                                               
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let 
him show by good conduct that his works are 
done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have 
bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do 
not boast and lie against the truth.  This wisdom 
does not descend from above, but is earthly, 
sensual, demonic.                                                                                                       
For where envy and self-seeking                                                                      
exist, confusion and                                                                               
every evil thing are                                                                      
there.” (James 3:13-16) 

 



• This is why Jesus Himself said that true 
discipleship involved renouncing our self 
centred ambitions and fully                                             
consecrating our lives to Him 

  
 Jesus made this clear when He said, 

 “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will save it.” (Luke 9:23-24) 



• It is only in daily dying to self and living for Christ 
that our lives will bear much fruit and                                     
that we will continually have the ability                                               
to love others unconditionally 

 Jesus Himself said,                                                                                  
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 
alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who 
loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone 
serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, 
there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, 
him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26) 

 



• The Apostle Paul who had such a great love 
for other believers and who achieved so 
much in his time here on earth wrote, 

 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life 
which I now live in the flesh                                                              
I live by faith in the Son of God,                                                                    
who loved me and gave Himself                                                          
for me.”  (Galatians 2:20) 

 

• The more we die to self the more Christ can live 
through us and the more we will love others 
AND 

 



7) We need to spend quality time with the LORD 

• Intimacy with the Lord is a great key to gaining 
God’s heart of compassion for others 

 

• The more time that we spend                                                                 
alone with the Lord the more                                                         
we gain His heart of love for                                                                    
all people 

 

• Given the busyness of life we need to 
purposely make time to spend alone with God 



 In the gospel of Matthew we see Christ’s 
compassion for all people 

 “Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness 
and every disease among the people.” 

 

 “But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved 
with compassion for them,                                       
because they were weary and                                               
scattered, like sheep having no                                                  
shepherd.” (Matthew 9:35-36) 

 

 



• Spending intimate time with the LORD helps          
us to get His heart of love                                                            
for all people 

 
 

 King David wrote, 

 “Delight yourself also in the Lord, And He shall 
give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4)  

 

 Being too busy to spend quality time alone 
with the LORD will affect our ability to love 
others unconditionally. We see a clear                 
example of this in the gospel of Luke 



 In chapter 10 of the gospel of Luke we see an 
example of why it is so important that we 
make our relationship with Jesus Christ our 
highest priority in life ,  

 “Now it happened as they went that He entered 
a certain village; and a certain woman named 
Martha welcomed Him into her                                                               
house. And she had a sister called                              
Mary who also sat at Jesus’ feet                                                                
and heard His word.”                                                                            
(Luke 10:38-39) 

 



 “But Martha was distracted with much 
serving, and she approached Him and said, 
“Lord, do You not care that my sister has left 
me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help 
me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried                                          
and troubled about many things.                                                                       
But one thing is needed, and                                                                         
Mary has chosen that good                                                                             
part, which will not be taken                                                                  
away from her.” (Luke 10:40-42) 



• Like King David, who was a man after God’s own 
heart, we need to consistently make time to 
spend with the LORD so that we can continually 
have His love for all people. 

  

 King David wrote,                                                              
“O GOD, Your are my God; Early                                                         
will I seek You; My soul thirsts for you; My flesh 
longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where 
there is no water. So I have looked for You in the 
sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. 
Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, 
My lips shall praise You.” (Psalm 63:1-3) 

 



 “Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my 
hands in Your name. My soul shall be satisfied as 
with marrow and fatness, And my mouth shall 
praise You with joyful lips. When I remember You 
on my bed, I meditate on You in the night 
watches. Because You have been my help, 
Therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will 
rejoice.” (Psalm 63:4-7) 

 

 It is only in maintaining an                                                
ongoing abiding relationship                                                               
with the Lord that we will bear much fruit in 
our lives and grow in our ability to love others  

 



 Jesus Himself said, 

 “Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I 
am the vine, you are the branches.  He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 
without Me you can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5) 



• Genuine heartfelt worship also                                             
helps us to connect with God’s                                             
heart of love for all people 
 

 This is why Jesus said, 

 “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth; for the Father is seeking such to 
worship Him. God is Spirit, and                                                                                              
those who worship Him must                                                                                                   
worship in spirit and truth.”                                                                                                
(John 4:23-24) 

 



 King David, a man after God’s own heart wrote, 

 “I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole 
heart; I will tell of all Your marvellous works. I 
will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise 
to Your name, O Most High.” (Psalm 9:1-2) 

 

 “But You are holy, Enthroned in                                             
the praises of Israel.” (Psalm 22:3) 

 

 God inhabits the praises of His people. Worship 
is a great key to maintaining a right heart and 
to consistently having God’s love for all people 

 



In conclusion, 

 May I encourage you to always maintain                  
your first love for Jesus Christ so that you                       
can live out the second great commandment of 
loving your neighbour as yourself 
 

 People in the world are looking for genuine love 
and need to see in our lives that we have                                 
a sincere love and concern for them. Our                        
love for others is our greatest witness to them 
 

 As believers we can truly make a great difference 
in our world by loving people unconditionally and 
helping them to come to Christ 

 

 



 The Apostle Paul,                                                                                 
“Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts,                                                     
but especially that you may prophesy.”                                               
(1 Corinthians 14:1) AND 

   “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamour, and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 
And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 
forgave you.  Therefore be imitators of God as 
dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has 
loved us...” (Ephesians 4:31-32, 5:1-2)  

 Truly love must be our greatest priority in life! 



• Finally, God is always both willing and                          
able to answer our prayers that are in                                                
line with His will for our life. Loving                            
others is definitely the will of God for all believers 
 

• We need to simply ask God for more of His love 
for others. As we do He will help to empower us 
to love others in a greater way with His agape love 

 Jesus Himself said, “Ask, and it will be given to you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened 
to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who 
seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be 
opened.” (Matthew 7:7-8) 

 



• The whole Christian walk is all about love 

 Jesus made this very clear to one of the 
scribes. I will finish with His words to him, 
“‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first 
commandment.” 

 “And the second, like it, is this:                                                  
‘You shall love your neighbour                                                                 
as yourself.’ There is no other                                        
commandment greater than                                                                 
these.” (Mark 12:30-31) 

 


